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Introduced by: BERNiCE STERN 

MiKE: LQWRY: 
TRACY J. OWEN 
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MarION NO. Zf:SY 
A NOTION supporting the merger of King County and 
the Municipality of ~1etropolitan Seattle. 

77-11~ 

3 II WHE~~"37-\S, the 1I.1\.ll1icipali tv of Hetropoli ta~ Seattle provides sewerage 

4 II ano. mass transit services in King County, and 

5 II ~~RFAS, the provision of these services have a significant effect on 

6 II land use planning and development in I-(ing County, and 

7 II ~'V.HEREA..S, the boundaries of King County al"ld I'1etro are coterminous, and 

8 II ~\]HEREAS, the Municipality of JY!etropoli tan Seattle is aut'IJ.orized under 

9 II state law to provide additional functions t~at could directly affect co~~ty-

10 IIwide comprehensive planning, and 

11 II 1NHERFAS, t.~e D.,rO governments sometimes exercise conflicting roles in 

12 II land use planl"ling and develo~ent which may have adverse effects on such 

13 II policies as preservation of agricultural land, and 

14 " 1A7HERFAS, sucl:l services should be ?erformed by a single governmental 

15 II entity ~~aged by officials directly elected hy the people o~ a one pexson 

16 " one vote basis, ?..nd 

17 II 1j\JHE,,~, ma..'1.y elected officials of Xing Cou,':1ty and cities wit.~in the 

18 " county have indicated in principJe their support for consolida'ting Netro 

19 II and King COli.l"lty governr:lent, and 

20 II WHEREAS, me.-rn.bers of the V'Jashington State Legislature have demonstrated 

21 " leadership to achieve such consolidation and representation through tl:le 

22 II introduction of Senate Bill 2430 to enable the I!\erger to take place, and 

23 " WHEREAS, that leadership by me.mbers of the l'7ashington State Legislature, 

24 II and particularly the sponsors of Senate Bill 2430, have provided the best 

25 " opportunity we in local goven~nent in Y~ng County have ever had to accomolish 

26 II the long delayed and much talked about goal of consolidating ~1etro and King 

27 II County government, and 

28 II ~'i1F!F'_.HF'..AS, merger of Metro ,,,,i t.~ King County requires bot.h full discussion 

29 II by the people of King County and t~e broad based support of t':1eir elected 

30 II officials, and 
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1 WHEREAS, sufficient time must be allowed before State enabling 

2 legislation takes effect to ensure that the County Council can give: proper 

3 consideration to the recommendations of both the Charter Review Committee 

4 and these elected officials, and 

5 WHEREAS, the enactment of State enabling legislation is a necessary 

6 step to achieve the consolidation of ~/letro and King County, and 

7 II WHEREAS, a twenty member Charter Revi ew Committee is presently meeti ng 

8 to consider needed amendments to the County Home Rule Charter and plans to 

9 develop and propose amendments which will facilitate such consolidation, 

10 including modification in the size of the County Council, 

11 NOvJ THEREFORE, BE IT ~,10VED by the Council of King County: 

12 The King County Council hereby decl ares its suppor"t for the merger of 

13 the t,1unicipality of netropolitan Seattle with King County and further 

14 supports actions required to allow for a publ ic vote on merger to occur not 

15 earlier than November, 1978. 

16 BE IT FURTHER r~OVED by the Council of King County: 

17 II Recognizing the need for State enabling legislation to effectuate a 

18 1\ merger of the t,1unicipality of},letropolitan Seattle with King County, any st'lte 

19 II legislation to alloltJ merger should provide that: 

20" 1. The assumption of responsibility by King County of t,1ETRO functions 

21 II shall be based upon a vote of the peopl e of Ki ng County, and 

22 2. To ensure that the time table contai~ed heretn can be followed, 

23 the effective date of any enabling legislation should be not earlier than 

24 J u 1 y, 1 978, and 

25 3. Until the effective date of the enabling legislation: 

26 a. Where a local government has established a comprehensive plan 

27 II or program for the preservation or protection of shorelines, wildlife 

28 II refuges, wilderness areas, wetlands, agricultural lands, or for the growth 

29 II and development of industrial, commercial and residential activities, the 

30 II local legislative body shall review the plans, programs, policies, and 

31 II budgets of the ~1unicipality of f'lletropolitan Seattle for consistency with 

32 II comprehensive plans and programs which relate to that jurisdiction. 
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1 II b. D:9On finding that t.heMunicipality of JI.'!etro:?QlitaJ.'1 Seattle 

2 II plans , progra'TIS, policies a.."1d budgets for that jurisdiction 

3 lIare not consis'ce!1t wit.h local government policy and pla.."1s, t,l.~e local legis-

4 Illative body may propose amendments to t.he pla'1s, programs, policies a.."1d 

5 IIbudget of ti'1e ~hLDicipality of Metropolitan Seattle to ensure consistency 

6 "PROVIDED THAT, no amendment to t.~e budget shall adversely affect the 

7 "Hlmicipali ty' s ability to meet its current and outstanding bond financing 

8 \I obligations. 

9 II c. Said arnendme.n-ts by a local legislative body and the reasons 

10 "therefor shall be deelled incorporated 11.."11ess resci!lded by a -avo thirds vote 

11 "of the Metropoli taD Council. 

12 " BE IT FlJRTHER :"10'RD by t.1!e COl.IDcil of King County: 

13 II Recognizing t.~at -the successful merger of the Municipality of 

14 II Metropoli·ta.."1 Seattle vlith ~g C011.."1ty may require an a.'Panded County 

15 II legislative body to replace t.~e r--letro and King COU'1.ty Councils t,"lereby 

16 lIe.nsuring cirect and equal repres~'1tation of all t~e citizens of tile County, 

17 II the Charter Review COInmi t:tee is hereby request_ed to consider, as a part of 

18 II its \vork effort, t.he sh'Ucture of the legislative body for a merged 

19 II County/I"1etro governrne.nt and submit the necessary Charter amendments to 

20 "accomplish said structure to t.he COQncil in ti~e to be included in 'G"le 

21 II public vo'ce on merger. Th.e Chairman of the COQDty Council is requested 

22 II to work with the Charter Review Corrmittee, the COQDty Executive, and tl1.e 

23 II other entities of local gove~ment to develop a program by which the 

24 II entire community will participate in the development of t.~e merger. 
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PASSED this ~ f 7X. day of 7 ~ , . 19 7 7 

KING COU!'ITY COUNCIL 
KING COU\lTY, ~~1ASHDJG'IDN 

A'l"l'EST~ 

-2~~!}J.~ 
cf----~-.~.-

DePbi:y C&k oTllie Council 
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